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A Midsummer Night’s Dream is one of William Shakespeare’s earliest romantic 

comedies, and it has been considered one of his most successful and best-loved 

works throughout the centuries. It has spawned some of his most memorable and 

imitated characters, such as Puck, the fairy sprite with a penchant for mischief; 

and Bottom, a weaver who becomes such a ham when rehearsing with the local 

theater group that a magical spell is cast to give him the head of a donkey. Ever 

since the play was written in approximately 1595, there have been versions for 

the stage that have adapted Shakespeare’s multiple plot lines, emphasizing one 

or another character or putting a minor theme out in front of the play. 

Shakespeare combined elements of stories that were well-known in his time, 

drawing from Roman poets and folk tales; it is a sign of his skill as a writer that 

echoes of this play can be heard in works throughout modern culture. 

In writing A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare diverted from his custom 

of retelling a familiar story, instead weaving together diverse elements into a 

coherent and satisfying whole. There are two sets of lovers, two royal couples, 

tradesmen (or ‘‘Mechanicals’’) who are actors, and fairies who cannot be seen by 

any humans but one. A father disapproves of his daughter’s romance, two men 

are put under magic spells to love the same woman, and a queen humbles herself 

by falling in love with a man who has the head of an ass. And the whole show ends 

with one of Shakespeare’s funniest scenes, as the inept but well-meaning actors 

struggle to put on a serious play, in the process showing everything that 

Shakespeare thought was wrong with the theater. A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

remains a thought-provoking meditation on love and perception, as well as a 

wonder for audiences worldwide. 
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