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Discourse Analysis in Yule's The Study of Language 

Introduction 

Discourse analysis is introduced as the study of language use 

beyond the sentence level. Yule emphasizes that while traditional 

linguistics focuses on syntax and sentence structure, discourse analysis 

examines how sequences of sentences and spoken or written texts 

function in real-life communication.  

Key Concepts in Discourse Analysis  

1. Definition and Scope  

Discourse analysis is defined as the examination of language use in 

various contexts. Yule explains that it covers how language constructs 

meaning across larger units than isolated sentences, including 

conversations, speeches, and written texts. The goal is to understand how 
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people use language in practice to convey meaning and achieve 

communicative goals.  

2. Coherence and Cohesion 

 Two fundamental concepts in discourse analysis are coherence and 

cohesion. Coherence refers to how a text makes sense as a whole, while 

cohesion pertains to the grammatical and lexical connections between 

sentences. Yule details various devices that contribute to cohesion, such 

as pronouns, conjunctions, and lexical ties, which help link sentences and 

maintain the flow of discourse.  

3. Discourse Markers 

 Yule discusses discourse markers, which are words or phrases 

used to manage the flow of discourse, signal relationships between ideas, 

and guide listeners through spoken or written texts. Examples include 

"however," "therefore," and "well." These markers help structure 

discourse and can indicate shifts in topic, contrast, or emphasis. 

4. Speech Acts  

A significant part of discourse analysis is the study of speech acts, 

a concept introduced by philosophers like J.L. Austin and John Searle. 

Yule explains that speech acts involve not just conveying information but 

performing actions through language. For instance, making promises, 

giving orders, or making requests are all types of speech acts that fulfill 

various functions in communication. 

5. Conversational Analysis  

Yule highlights conversational analysis as a method within 

discourse analysis that examines the structure and organization of talk in 

interaction. This includes studying turn-taking, pauses, interruptions, and 



repair mechanisms (how speakers correct themselves or others). 

Conversational analysis reveals how people negotiate meaning and 

manage communication in real-time.  

6. Discourse and Power  

The chapter also touches on the relationship between discourse and 

power. Yule explains that discourse can reflect and reinforce social 

hierarchies and power dynamics. Language use can reveal how power is 

distributed and exercised in various social contexts, such as in 

institutional settings or within different cultural groups. 

7. Cultural and Social Contexts  

Yule stresses the importance of considering cultural and social 

contexts in discourse analysis. Language is not used in a vacuum; its 

meaning and function are shaped by the social and cultural environments 

in which it occurs. Discourse analysis therefore requires attention to the 

context in which communication takes place, including social roles, 

relationships, and cultural norms. Applications and Implications Yule 

discusses various applications of discourse analysis, including its 

relevance in fields like education, politics, and media studies. By 

analyzing discourse, researchers can gain insights into how language 

functions in different domains and contributes to the construction of 

social realities. For example, in educational settings, discourse analysis 

can help understand how teaching methods and classroom interactions 

impact learning outcomes.  

Conclusion 

In summary, George Yule’s chapter on discourse analysis in "The 

Study of Language" provides a comprehensive overview of how language 

functions beyond the sentence level. By exploring concepts like 



coherence, cohesion, discourse markers, speech acts, conversational 

analysis, and the relationship between discourse and power, Yule offers 

valuable insights into the complexities of language use in various 

contexts.  

 


