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pragmatics in Yule's The Study of Language 

Introduction 

The  chapter on pragmatics explores how language is used in 

context and how meaning is constructed beyond the literal interpretation 

of words and sentences. Pragmatics, as defined by Yule, is the study of 

language in use and the contexts in which it is employed. It contrasts with 

semantics, which focuses on meaning at the level of words and sentences 

in isolation. Pragmatics considers how speakers use language to achieve 

specific communicative goals and how listeners interpret these messages 

based on context.  

Key Concepts in Pragmatics  

1. Speech Acts  

 وزارة التعميم العالي والبحث العممي

 جامعة تكريت

 كمية التربية لمعمهم الإنسانية

 قسم المغة الانكميزية



Yule introduces the concept of speech acts, a foundational idea in 

pragmatics developed by philosophers like J.L. Austin and John Searle. 

Speech acts are communicative actions performed through language, such 

as making requests, giving orders, making promises, or issuing apologies. 

The effectiveness of a speech act depends on the speaker's intention and 

the listener's understanding. For example, saying "I promise to be there" 

performs the act of promising, which has implications beyond the mere 

assertion of future attendance. 

2. Deixis  

Deixis refers to the ways in which language can indicate contextual 

information related to the speaker, the listener, or the situation. Yule 

explains different types of deixis:  

- Personal Deixis: Involves pronouns like "I," "you," and "he/she," which 

point to specific people in the discourse.  

- Temporal Deixis: Refers to expressions related to time, such as "now," 

"then," and "yesterday."  

- Spatial Deixis: Relates to location terms like "here," "there," "above," 

and "below." 

 - Discourse Deixis: Points to parts of the discourse itself, such as "as 

mentioned earlier" or "in the next section."  

These deictic expressions help situate the conversation within a 

specific context, enabling speakers to refer to people, times, places, and 

discourse segments effectively.  

3. Implicature  

Implicature is a concept introduced by philosopher H.P. Grice. 

Yule explains that implicature refers to the idea that speakers often imply 



or suggest meanings indirectly rather than stating them outright. Grice’s 

theory of implicature is based on the Cooperative Principle, which posits 

that speakers generally adhere to conversational maxims, such as 

Quantity (providing the right amount of information), Quality (being 

truthful), Relation (being relevant), and Manner (being clear and orderly). 

When speakers flout these maxims, they often create implicatures. For 

instance, if someone says, "It’s getting late," they might be implying that 

it’s time to leave, even though they haven’t stated it directly. 

4. Politeness Theory  

The chapter also covers politeness theory, particularly the work of 

sociolinguists Penelope Brown and Stephen Levinson. Politeness theory 

explores how speakers manage social relationships and mitigate face-

threatening acts (FTAs) to maintain politeness. According to Yule, 

politeness strategies involve: - Positive Politeness: Strategies that enhance 

the listener's positive face, such as showing friendliness and appreciation. 

For example, using compliments or expressions of solidarity. - Negative 

Politeness: Strategies that minimize the imposition on the listener's 

negative face, such as using hedging or indirect requests. For example, 

saying "Could you possibly help me with this?" instead of a direct 

request. Understanding these strategies helps to analyze how social norms 

and relationships influence language use and communication. 

 5. Context and Inference 

Pragmatics is deeply concerned with how context affects meaning. 

Yule emphasizes the importance of situational context, including the 

physical setting, the speaker’s and listener’s background knowledge, and 

the broader social and cultural context. Inferences are often required to 

understand implied meanings and to fill in gaps not explicitly stated in the 



discourse. For example, understanding a joke or a metaphor often relies 

on background knowledge and contextual clues. Applications and 

Implications Yule highlights various applications of pragmatics, noting 

its relevance in areas such as language teaching, translation, and 

intercultural communication. By studying pragmatics, educators can 

better understand how to teach effective communication strategies and 

address misunderstandings that arise from different cultural or contextual 

interpretations. In translation, pragmatics aids in capturing the intended 

meaning and nuances of the original text. For intercultural 

communication, pragmatics helps navigate and respect cultural 

differences in politeness, formality, and conversational norms.  

Conclusion  

George Yule’s chapter on pragmatics in "The Study of Language" 

provides a comprehensive examination of how language functions in 

context and how meaning is constructed through various linguistic and 

social mechanisms. By exploring concepts such as speech acts, deixis, 

implicature, politeness theory, and the role of context and inference, Yule 

offers valuable insights into the complexities of human communication. 

Pragmatics, as presented in the chapter, reveals the intricate ways in 

which language users navigate social interactions, convey meaning, and 

achieve communicative goals.  

 


