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Second Language Learning in Yule's The Study of Language 

Introduction 

In the chapter on second language learning in George Yule’s "The 

Study of Language," the focus shifts from first language acquisition to the 

processes and theories involved in learning an additional language 

beyond one’s native tongue. This chapter examines the challenges, 

strategies, and cognitive processes associated with second language (L2) 

acquisition, providing insights into how individuals learn and use a new 

language.  

Key Concepts in Second Language Learning  

1. Second Language Acquisition (SLA) vs. Second 

Language Learning  

 وزارة التعميم العالي والبحث العممي

 جامعة تكريت

 كمية التربية لمعمهم الإنسانية

 قسم المغة الانكميزية



Yule distinguishes between second language acquisition (SLA) and 

second language learning. SLA typically refers to the natural, informal 

process of acquiring a language through immersion and interaction in a 

context where the language is spoken. This process often mirrors first 

language acquisition in its informal and subconscious nature. In contrast, 

second language learning generally refers to the more structured, formal 

approach involving explicit instruction and study, such as classroom 

learning. Yule notes that while both processes aim at achieving 

proficiency, they differ in their methods and contexts. 

2. The Role of Input  

One of the critical factors in second language learning is the role of 

input. Yule emphasizes the importance of exposure to comprehensible 

input, a concept introduced by Stephen Krashen. Comprehensible input 

refers to language that is slightly above the current proficiency level of 

the learner, often denoted as "i+1." Krashen's Input Hypothesis suggests 

that learners acquire language most effectively when they are exposed to 

this type of input. Yule explains that meaningful and contextually rich 

exposure helps learners to internalize grammatical structures and 

vocabulary more effectively. 

3. The Critical Period Hypothesis  

Yule discusses the Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH), which posits 

that there is an optimal period for acquiring a second language with 

native-like proficiency. This hypothesis suggests that younger learners 

have a biological advantage and that language acquisition becomes more 

challenging after a certain age. Yule outlines research supporting the idea 

that younger learners often achieve higher levels of fluency and more 



accurate pronunciation compared to older learners, although older 

learners can still achieve significant proficiency.  

4. The Role of Motivation and Attitude  

Motivation and attitude play crucial roles in second language 

learning. Yule explores the distinction between integrative and 

instrumental motivation, concepts introduced by social psychologist 

Robert Gardner. Integrative motivation involves a genuine interest in 

integrating into the culture of the language community, while 

instrumental motivation is driven by practical benefits, such as career 

advancement or academic requirements. Yule explains that higher 

motivation typically correlates with greater language learning success, 

and positive attitudes towards the language and its speakers enhance 

learning outcomes. 

5. The Affect Hypothesis  

Yule highlights the Affect Hypothesis, which suggests that 

emotional factors significantly impact language learning. This hypothesis 

posits that anxiety, self-confidence, and other affective factors influence 

the effectiveness of language acquisition. Yule explains that low anxiety 

and high self-esteem create a more favorable learning environment, while 

high anxiety can inhibit language performance and retention. Creating a 

supportive and positive learning atmosphere is thus essential for 

successful second language acquisition.  

6. Interlanguage and Fossilization 

Interlanguage is a term used to describe the evolving linguistic 

system that learners create as they progress towards full proficiency in a 

second language. Yule discusses how interlanguage represents a 

transitional state where learners apply their understanding of the target 



language but still make errors that reflect their current level of 

proficiency. Fossilization refers to the phenomenon where certain 

language errors become fixed and resistant to correction, even with 

continued exposure and practice. Understanding interlanguage and 

fossilization helps educators identify areas where learners may need 

additional support. 

6. The Interaction Hypothesis  

The Interaction Hypothesis, proposed by Michael Long, suggests 

that language acquisition is facilitated through interactive 

communication. Yule explains that interaction provides opportunities for 

learners to negotiate meaning, receive feedback, and practice language in 

meaningful contexts. This hypothesis highlights the importance of 

communicative activities, such as conversation, role-playing, and 

collaborative tasks, in enhancing language learning.  

Theories and Approaches to Second Language Learning  

1. The Input Hypothesis 

 Yule elaborates on Krashen’s Input Hypothesis, which emphasizes 

the significance of providing learners with language input that is slightly 

beyond their current level of proficiency. This theory advocates for a 

focus on understanding and meaning rather than explicit grammar 

instruction. Krashen argues that language acquisition occurs naturally 

when learners are exposed to comprehensible input in authentic contexts.  

2. The Communicative Approach  

The Communicative Approach focuses on teaching language through 

communication rather than isolated grammar exercises. Yule discusses 

how this approach prioritizes functional language use and aims to develop 



learners' ability to use language effectively in real-life situations. 

Activities like role-plays, discussions, and problem-solving tasks are 

central to this approach, promoting interaction and practical language 

skills. 

3. Task-Based Learning 

 Task-Based Learning (TBL) is an approach that centers around 

using tasks as the main unit of instruction. Yule explains that TBL 

involves learners completing meaningful tasks using the target language, 

such as planning a trip or solving a problem. This approach emphasizes 

language use in context and encourages learners to apply their skills in 

practical scenarios.  

Challenges in Second Language Learning  

1. Transfer from Native Language 

 Yule discusses how learners often transfer rules and structures 

from their native language to the second language, which can lead to 

errors and misunderstandings. This phenomenon, known as language 

transfer, can affect various aspects of language learning, including 

pronunciation, syntax, and vocabulary usage. Recognizing and addressing 

these transfer issues is crucial for effective language instruction.  

2. Individual Differences 

 Individual differences among learners, such as learning styles, 

cognitive abilities, and prior knowledge, influence second language 

acquisition. Yule emphasizes the need for tailored instructional 

approaches that accommodate diverse learner profiles and needs.  


