
ArmsandtheManQuotations

Actone

"Youcan'tguesshowsplendiditis.Acavalrycharge!Thinkof1-

that!HedefiedourRussiancommanders'actedwithoutorders

Ledachargeonhisownresponsibilityheadedithimselfwasthe

firstmantosweepthroughtheirguns?"P.No16

-ThespeakeroftheselinesisCatherinetoherdaughterRaina,

tellingheraboutthevictoryovertheSerbswhichwasdonebyher

fiancée,Sergius.ShesaystoherthatSergiusdisobeyedhis

Russiancommanders.Ledachargeonhisownresponsibility,

headithimself,andhewasthefirstman,whoattackedandstood

beforetheSerbsguns,hewastheheroofBulgaria.Andthisan

irony,becausethissituationshowsusthatSergiushasno

knowledgeabouttheartofwarbecausehedisobeyedtheorders

ofhiscommandersandthrewhimselfandhissoldiersinfrontof

firesgunsoftheSerbs,butfortunatelytheenemyhasthewrong

ammunitiontoshootthem.

2-"IdoubtedhimIwonderedwhetherallhisheroicqualitiesand

hisSoldiershipmightnotprovemereimaginationwhenHewent

intoarealbattle.IhadanuneasyfearthatheMightcutapoor

figuretherebesideallthosecleverofficersfromtheTsar'scourt.''

P.No17

-ThespeakeroftheselinesisRainatohermotherwhenCatherine

toldheraboutthegloriousvictoryoftheBulgariansovertheSerbs

whichwasdonebySergius.Rainablamesherselfforthinkingthat

Sergius'sheroicqualitiesandhissoldiershipmightonly

imaginationnottrueandheisnothingamongtheprofessional

officersofthecourt,butafterthevictory,shewouldneverforgive

herselfforsuchawayofthinking.

3-"Iwishourpeoplewerenotsocruel.WhatGloryistherein

killing-wretchedfugitives?"P.No18

-ThespeakeroftheselinesisRainatohermaidLoukawhenLouka

toldherthatsomeSerbsfugitivesranawayfromthebattlefield



towardsthestreetandtheBulgariancavalrytrytoarrestortokill

them.Raniawishedherpeoplewerenotsocrueltodothat,she

wonderswhatthegloryinkillingsuchwretchedandmiserable

fugitives?Shebelievesthatstreetsarenotaproperplacefor

killing.TheabovelinesgiveusanideaabouthowRainaisa

sensitiveyoungladyandshehasakindandsoftheart.

4-"Thisthehappiestnightofmylife_ifonlytherearenofugitive"

PNo18

-Rainasaidthattohermotherdescribingthatnight,thenightof

victory,thenightofherfiancéewhoachievedthatvictory.Rania

wassohappyatthattime,andsincesheisaRomanticand

imaginative,shewantstocelebratethevictoryofSergius.Butthe

fugitiveandthegunfireinterruptedhercelebration.However,thisa

dramaticironybecauseRianawillmeetthefugitiveandfallinlove

withhimandfinallymarryhim.

P.No205-"Ifyouraiseyourvoicemyrevolverwillgooff"

-Aman'svoice,Bluntschli,saidthattotheyoungladyRainawhen

heclimbedthewaterpipetoherroomthroughoutthebalcony

runningawayfromthegunfireoftheBulgarianarmy.Howeverhe

orderedhertokeepsilentotherwise,hewillshoother.This

quotationisalsoanirony,becausehisrevolver(pistol)isemptyof

bullets,andhaschocolateinsteadofcartridges.

6-"Iknow,areafraidofdeath
1
"

"Allofthem,dearlady,allofthem,believeme.Itisourdutyto

P.No21liveaslongaswecan
2
"

-
1
Rainasaidthattotheman(Bluntschli)whoenteredherroom.

Whenheorderedhertokeepsilentorhewillkillher.Rainasays

thattoexpressthatheisafraidtodie,andshefeltthatthroughhis

voiceandhisappearance.Raniabelievesthatasoldiershoulddie



onthebattlefieldwithhishonourratherthantoescapeandthreat

peacefulwomen.

-
2
BluntschlisaidthattoRainawhenshetoldhimthatheisafraid

todie.Hesaidtoherthatallthesoldiersareafraidofdeath

becausetheirdutyistokeepthemselvesalivealongaspossible.

TheabovequotationshowstousthatBluntschliisapracticalman

whobelievesinrealityratherthanidealism.

7-"I'llkeepthecloakandyouwillTakecarethatnobodycomesin

andseesyouwithoutit.Thisisabetterweaponthantherevolver"

P.No21

-BluntschlisaidthattoRainawhenhetookhergowninhishandto

preventhertoallowanyoneenteringherroomandseesher

wearingtheslumberwearonly.HeknewthatRainaasaproudand

respectfulladywillnotallowanyonetoseeherwithoutagown.

ThissituationshowsusthatBluntschliisasmartmanbecausehe

canuseanythingasaweaponinsteadofhisemptyrevolver.

8-"Thefirstmaninwillfindout.Keepouttheway,anddon'tlook.

Itwon'tlastlong,butitwillnotbenice"P.No22

-BluntschlisaidthattoRaina,hethrowshergownathertowearit.

AtthattimeBulgarianarmyenteredthePetkoff'shosetosearch

forthefugitive.However,heaskedRainatomoveasideanddonot

look,becausetherewouldbeabloodybattleandaladyshouldnot

seebloodortragicthings.ThissituationindicatesthatBluntschli

isagentleman,braveandnotacowardasRainawasthinking.

9-"OneofthosebeastsofSerbshasbeenseenclimbingupthe

water

P.No23Pipetoyourbalcony.Ourmenwanttosearchforhim"

-Themaid(Louka)saidthattoRaina.Shetoldherthatthe



BulgarianCavalrywanttosearchforafugitivewhoclimbedthe

waterpipetoherbalcony.Thissituationisanironybecausethe

fugitiveisalreadyinRaina'sroom.Loukathenseestherevolverof

thefugitiveonthebed,butshefreezesinherplacewithoutaword.

10-"Anarrowshave;butamissisasgoodasamile.Dearyoung

lady:yourservanttodeath.IwishforyoursakeIhadjoinedthe

P.Bulgarianarmyinsteadoftheotherone.IamnotanativeSerb"

No24

-BluntschlisaidthattoRainaaftershehadsavedhimfromthe

Bulgariansoldierswishingtobeinherarmyforhersakenotwith

theSerbs.ThesesituationsexpressthathebeginslikeRaina

because,sheyoung,beautiful,sensitiveandbraveenoughto

protectandsavehim.

11-"Austrian!NotI.don'thateme,dearyounglady.IamaSwiss,

fightingmerelyasaprofessionalsoldier.IjoinedtheSerbs

becausetheycamefirstonetheroadfromSwitzerland.Be

generousyou'vebeatenushollow"P.No24

-BluntschlisaysthattoRainawhenshetoldhimthatheisoneof

theAustrianwhoencouragedtheSerbstoinvadedBulgariaand

robthenationallibrary.BluntschlirepliestoherthatheisSwiss

fightingmerelyasaprofessionalsoldier.HejoinedtheSerbian

armyaccidentallybecausetheyhadcomefirsttohisland.Asking

hertobemoregenerouswithhim.

"I'venoammunition.Whatusearecartridgesinbattle?I12-

alwayscarrychocolateinstead,andIfinishedthelastcakeof

thathoursago"P.No25

-BluntschlisaysthattoRainawhensheaskshimtoreloadhis

revolverwithbullets.Hetellsherthathealwayscarrieschocolate

insteadofammunition.Headded,whatisthebenefitofthe

ammunitionifthesoldiersarehungryanddisabletofight?Hetells

herthat,heatethelastcakebeforemanyhoursago.



"Chocolate!Doyoustuffyourpocketswithsweets—likea13-

schoolboyeveninthefield?"P.No25

-RainasaidthatinsurprisetoBluntschliwhenhetoldherthathe

alwayscarrieschocolateinsteadofbullets.Rainaportrayshimas

aschoolboy.Raina'sspeechexpressesthatshelooksatthe

soldiersasheroesandthedutyofthemistofightwiththeirguns

bravelyortodieonthebattlefield.However,heridealismisbroken

whensheknowsthatBluntschlicariessweetduringthebattleand

underthegunfire.

14-"Ishouldthinkso.Youhaven'tbeenunderfireforthreedays

asIhave.Icanstandtwodayswithoutchewingitmuch,butno

mancanstandthreedays''P.No26

-ThespeakeroftheselinesisBluntschlitoRainawhenshetold

Bluntschlithatsheisstrongerandbraverthanhim.ThusBluntschli

repliestoherthatshenevertriestobeinthebattlefieldunder

gunfireforthreedays,headdedthathecanbearfortwodays,but

noonecanstandthereforthreedayscontinuouslywithoutfoodto

eat.

ActTwo

15-"Ifyouquarrelwiththefamily,Inevercanmarryyou.It'sthe

P.No35sameasifyouquarrelledwithme!"

-Thisquotationissaidbythemanservant(Nicola)tothemaid

(Louka)inthegardenofthePetkoff's.NicolaandLoukaare

engaged.However,headviseshertobemorepolitewiththe

Petkoffsanddonotdefyorquarrelwiththem.Whenshefights

themasifshefightswithhimandhewillnotmarryher.

16-"Youhavethesoulofaservant,Nicola

Yes:that'sthesecretofsuccessinservice."P.No36

-TheabovetwoquotationsaresaidbetweenLoukaandNicola.



Theyseemtounderstandthetermsoftheirdebate,butitistheir

underlyingattitudestowardthosetermsthatdictatetheir

behaviour.Nicolacan,fundamentally,acceptthetaskofaservant.

Itistheofficeintowhichhewasborn,andhebelievesthattheway

besttobehavenoblyistoacceptthestricturesonhislifethat

beingaservantprovides.ForNicola,onebehavestodobestby

one'smasters,andnothingmore.Forhim,thisishiskindof

nobilityorakindofhigh-mindedness,andtodomanydifferent

wouldbetobehavedishonorably.

Louka,however,seesthesesocialconsiderationsasopento

change.Shedoesn'tbelievethatbeingbornaservantmeansone

hastoacceptthismantleorbehavethatwayfortherestofone's

life.Loukainsteadwantstodoeverythingshecan,withinher

capacityasaservant,toupendsocialhierarchies.Hergoalisto

achieveanobilitynotjustofmanner,asperhapsNicolahasinhis

dependability,butofactualpractice.Shewantstobealady.

17-"Youareabarbarianatheartstill,Paul.Ihopeyoubehaved

yourselfbeforeallthoseRussianofficers"P.No39

-CatherinesaidthattoherhusbandMajorPaulPetkoffwhenhe

mentionedtakingshowereveryday,Hewassoproudofhisfather

whonevertakesabathduringhisentirelife,andlivetobe98years

old.WhileMajorPetkoffpreferstotakeashoweronceaweek.

However,Catherine,thesnobbishladyblamesherhusbandforhis

badhabitandcallshimasabarbarian,shewishesthathebehave

wellbeforetheRussianofficers.

18-"Butyoudidn'ttellthemthatwehaveanelectricbellinit?I

havehadoneputup"P.No39



-CatherinesaidthattoherhusbandMajorPetkoffwhentheywere

sittinginthegardentalkingaboutthepeacetreatyunderthe

supervisionoftheRussianofficers.ThePetkoffsinstalledan

electricbelltosummontheservantsratherthantoshoutforthem.

Catherine,thesnobbishladywantsherhusbandtobeproudin

frontoftheRussian,andtoindicatethatthePetkoffsarecivilized

family.

19-"Iamnolongerasoldier.Soldiering,mydearmadam,isthe

coward'sartofattackingmercilesslywhenyouarestrongand

keepingoutofharm'swaywhenyouareweak.Thatisthewhole

secretofsuccessfulfighting.Getyourenemyatadisadvantage;

andnever,onanyaccount,fighthimonequalterms"P.No42-43

-SergiussaidthattohismotherinlawCatherinewhenhereturns

fromthefield.Therealitiesofwarhaveshatteredhisromantic

idealsandlefthimbitter.Thetraditionalnotionsofhonourand

braverythathecarriedwithhimtothebattlefieldresultedin

actionsthatwouldhavecausedwidespreadandneedlessdeathif

notforasmallcoincidence.Consequently,hisadvancement

throughtheranksishaltedandheresignsfromhispost.Sergius

deeplyresentsthemorepragmaticandefficientmethods

championedbymodernarmies,attackingthemascowardlyor

morallyweak.YettheyoungMajor'scynicismindicatesthat

Sergius,likeRaina,willeventuallybeabletodropthefaçadeof

romanticismandleadamorepracticalandhappylife.

20-"AllAustrians,justasourofficerswereallRussians.Thiswas

theonly

Swiss,Icameacross.I'llnevertrustaSwissagain.Hecheated

us—humbuggedusintogivinghimfiftyable-bodiedmenfortwo

hundredconfoundedwornoutchargers.Theyweren'teven

eatable!"P.No42

-ThespeakerofthisquotationismajorPetkofftohisfamily



(Catherine,RainaandherfiancéeSergiusHewastalkingaboutthe

peacetreatybetweentheSerbianarmywiththesupervisionof

AustriaandtheBulgarianarmy,thenmajorPetkoffmentionedthat

hemetaverysmartSwissofficer(Bluntschli)whocanbefoolthe

Bulgariannegotiatorsbyexchanging50well-builtmenfor200

weak,uselessandevenuneatablehorses)

21-"Ithinkwetwohavefoundhigherlove.WhenIthinkofyou,I

feel

P.ThatIcouldneverdoabasedeed,orthinkanignoblethought"

No45

--ThespeakeroftheselinesisRainatoherfiancéeinthegarden

afterhereturnsfromwar.Theyspeakadoringlytooneanother,as

knightandlady,butinspiteoftheirrhetoric,botharesecretly

attractedtoothermoreearthymates.Rainastartstolike

BluntschliwhileSergiushasasecretfeelingtowardthemaid

Louka.

22-"Whichofthesixistherealman?That'sthequestionthat

tormentsme.Oneofthemisahero,anotherabuffoon,anothera

humbug,anotherperhapsabitofablackguard.(Hepausesand

looksfurtivelyatLouka,asheaddswithdeepbitterness)And

one,atleast,isacoward—jealous,likeallcowards"P.No48

-Sergiussaidthattohimself(soliloquy)whenhetriestokissLouka

butsherejectedhimandsheaccusedhimofbeinghypocrite

similartothehypocrisyofRaina(RainaisattractedtoBluntschli)

ThusSergiuscallsadevil,LoukarepliesthatSergiushassix

charactersinoneandbeingadevilisamongthem.

23-"Youknowhowtohurtwithyourtongueaswellaswithyour

hands.ButIdon'tcare,nowI'vefoundoutthatwhateverclayI'm

madeof,you'remadeofthesame.Asforher,she'saliar;andher

fineairsareacheat,andI'mworthsixofher"P.No49



-LoukasaysthistoSergiuswhoflirtswithherassoonasRainais

outofsight.Atthattime,SergiustwistedLouka'sarmsand

accusedofbeingaliarwhenshementionedthatRianahidesa

maninherroom.Thus LoukasaidthatRainaandshearea

humanbeingandGodcreatedthemfromthesameclayandshe

worthsixtimesofRaina.However,Loukadeflateshisnobleideals

bypointingouthishypocrisy.Theupperclassesarenobetter

behavedthanthelowerclasses.

ActThree

24-"Doyouknow,youarethefirstmanIevermetwhodidnot

takemeseriously?"P.No63

-BluntschlihasjusttoldRainaheknowsshelies.Rainathinks

Bluntschliisteasingher(andthus,nottakingherseriously)when

heisdoingherthefavouroftreatingherassomeonewith

intelligentthoughts.Bluntschlirepliesthatheisthefirstmanto

takeherseriously.Thisislikelyverytrue.Theaudienceseesin

Raina'sparentsagoodexampleoftwopeoplewhoneverseemto

takeeachotherseriously.Catherineliestoherhusbandallthe

time,andPetkoffneverlistenstoherideasandopinions.

"25-"Youwereborntobeaservant.Iwasnot.Whenyousetup

yourshopyouwillonlybeeverybody'sservantinsteadof

somebody'sservant"P.No68

-ThespeakerofthisquotationisLoukatoherfiancéeNicola.Louka

scoldsNicolaforhavingthesoulofaservant.Hedeclaresheis

savinghismoneytoopenashop,butsheseesthatasmerelya

differentsortofservitude.Loukahasanambitiontobealady,and

shewillbe,thusshecriticizesNicolaseveraltimesbecauseshe

believesthathermarriagetoNicolawillnothelphertoachieveher

dream.

26"Iwillnotbeacowardandatrifler.IfIchoosetoloveyou,I

daremarryyou,inspiteofallBulgaria.Ifthesehandsevertouch



P.No71youagain,theyshalltouchmyaffiancedbride"

-SergiussaidthattoLoukawhenhewoosherseveraltimes.

SergiusisbeingteasedandproddedbyLoukathatheisnotbrave

enoughtomarryoutsideofhisclass.ThiselicitsSergius's

stubbornprideinhisindependence.However,Sergiusrepliesthat

heisnotacowardandhewillnottouchLoukaagainunlessshe

becomeshiswife.

27"Theworldisnotsuchaninnocentplaceasweusedtothink"

P.No79

-SergiussaysthislinetoabewilderedMajorPetkoff,astheMajor

discoversthathisdaughterisafteranotherman(Bluntschli)than

herfiancé,Sergius.ThisremarkisinkeepingwithSergius'spose

ofromanticdisillusionmentaboutloveandwar.


