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  Arabia  

     At some time between 1000 and 500 B.C, two strong 

kingdoms rose to prominence in the Yemen, those of Main 

and Saba. The former sent their caravans  northwards the 

Mediterranean markets; a  big Minaean colony was settled at 

Dedan or daydan in the Tihama, and Minaean, inscriptions 

have been found as far afield as Memphis in Egypt and Delos 

in the Greek archipelago. The latter expanded westwards 

towards Africa; their ships controlled the straits of Bab al-

Mandab; they colonized Abys – Sinia (whose name is said to 

be derived from Habashat , an Arabic word perhaps meaning 

a confederacy), and for many ages poured a silent stream of 

Arab migration into the African coastlands form Cape 

Guardaful to Sofala, which have retained to this day a 

strongly marked semitic  character. Saba ultimately absorbed 

Main and two smaller principalities , Aswan and Kataban ; her 

kings, known as mukarribs, combined the functions of prince 

and priest and her wealth was largely expended in the 

beautifying of has capital Ma'rib, which lay at the junction of 

caravan routes nearly four thousand feet up in the Yemen 

hills. Ma'rib was Celebrated not only for its temples and 

palaces, but above all for the dam which was built a few miles 

 outside its walls to catch and distribute the waters of its local 

river, the Wadi Dhana and so to irrigate a broad ex – panse of 

the surrounding countryside. So remarkable a feat of hyd – 

raulic engineering argues a high degree of technical skill 

among the Sabaean people.                                                           

                   



 

Terms : 

 Rose to prominence برزت

 The former  X  the latter الأولى / الثانية 

 Colony مستعمرة

  Inscriptions نقوش , كتابات محفورة في حجر

 Archipelago الأرخبيل , مجموعة جزر

 Expanded امتدت , توسعت

 Derived مشتق

 Confederacy تحالف 

 Poured تدفق

 Migration هجرة

 Coastland الأراضي الساحلية

 Retained احتفظت

 Ultimately في نهاية الأمر 

 Absorbed امتصت , ابتلعت

 Principalities إمارات , ولايات

 Combined جمع

 Function وظائف

 Expended صرفت

 Junction ملتقى الطرق

 Routes طرق

 Was celebrated اشتهرت

 Temples معابد



 Distribute يوزع

 Irrigate يروي

 Abroad expanse مساحة واسعة

 Feat عمل فذ 

 Hydraulic engineering الهندسة الهيدروليكية

 



 


