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Arabia

At some time between 1000 and 500 B.C, two strong
kingdoms rose to prominence in the Yemen, those of Main
and Saba. The former sent their caravans northwards the
Mediterranean markets; a big Minaean colony was settled at
Dedan or daydan in the Tihama, and Minaean, inscriptions
have been found as far afield as Memphis in Egypt and Delos
in the Greek archipelago. The latter expanded westwards
towards Africa; their ships controlled the straits of Bab al-
Mandab; they colonized Abys — Sinia (whose name is said to
be derived from Habashat , an Arabic word perhaps meaning
a confederacy), and for many ages poured a silent stream of
Arab migration into the African coastlands form Cape
Guardaful to Sofala, which have retained to this day a
strongly marked semitic character. Saba ultimately absorbed
Main and two smaller principalities , Aswan and Kataban ; her
kings, known as mukarribs, combined the functions of prince
and priest and her wealth was largely expended in the
beautifying of has capital Ma'rib, which lay at the junction of
caravan routes nearly four thousand feet up in the Yemen
hills. Ma'rib was Celebrated not only for its temples and
palaces, but above all for the dam which was built a few miles
outside its walls to catch and distribute the waters of its local
river, the Wadi Dhana and so to irrigate a broad ex — panse of
the surrounding countryside. So remarkable a feat of hyd —
raulic engineering argues a high degree of technical skill

among the Sabaean people.
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