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Damascus and the Battle of Yarmuk
The Roman defeat at Ajnadin, left the open country of

Palestine and Syria exposed to the Arab army. Ignoring
strongly fortified places like case area and Jerusalem, they
moved swiftly northwards, compelled Heraclius to fall back
from Emesa to Antioch, and laid siege to Damascus, which,
isolated in the desert, was obliged after six months (march-
September 635) to capitulate from lack of food. The treaty
which Khalid concluded with the Damascenes is typical of the
arrangements were to be made in many different lands during
the next decades. " This is the treaty which Khalid b. al-Walid
makes with the people of Damascus, on his entry into the
town. He assures to them their lives and goods, their
churches and the walls of their town. No house will be pulled
down or taken away from its owner .To guarantee this, he
takes God to witness and promises them the protection of the
prophet, of his successors and of the faithful. He will do no ill
to them, so long as they pay the tribute in this way the Arabs
managed to create the impression they were warring only
with the Greeks and their emperor :the native Syrians,
Christians and Jews, were freed from orthodox persecution,
regained their religious liberty, and felt no desire for a
restoration of imperial rule, as a Nestorian bishop put it: "The
Arabs to whom God has in our day accorded the dominion,
have become our masters. but they do not war against the
Christian religion, rather they protect our faith, respect our
priests and holy men and make gifts to our churches and

convents ".



After strenuous exertions, Heraclius assembled at Antioch
an army drawn from the depots and garrison-centers of Asia
minor. With this he hoped to clear his dominions, and in face
of this threat, Khalid prudently withdrew to the south,
abandoning even Damascus, and fell back to the line of the
Yarmuk, a stream which flows into the Jordan a few miles
south of the sea of Galilee . From this position the Arabs
could maintain communication with Medina, receive fresh
supplies of men and arms, and in case of defeat, slip back
into the recesses of the desert they were heavily
outnumbered, but the morale of their opponents was low the
emperor's bad health prevented him from taking personal
command of the army, which no doubt weakened its spirit,
and there were quarrels and dissensions among the various
nationalities which composed it. At the banks of the Yarmuk,
on a hot summer's day (august 20, 636) as a strong south
wind blew clouds of dust and sand, Khalid ordered the attack,

and to the cry of paradise is before you,
Islam's warriors threw themselves on the unbelievers. The
enemy lines wavered and broke ; the cavalry galloped off
across the plains, while the infantry fell victims to the deadly
Arab lances and the rocky defiles of the river were choked
with their corpses. When the ridings of the disaster reached
Antioch, the sick Emperor abandoned the strruggle in
despair, and returned to Constantinople . Syria was
irretrievably lost on day of Yarmuk ; town after town was
occupied without resistance, and within a few months the

whole province, in Khalid's words,(( sat as quiet as a camel)).
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