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The Prophet

Early in 630 Mecca capitulated. Since the failure of the
siege of Medina in 627" it had been clear that peace would
have to be made with Muhammad , and with the tide now
running strongly in favor of Islam , the Kuraish leader , Abu
Sufyan , the head of the Omayya clan , undertook to arrange
for a peaceful occupation of the city by the Muslims . An army
of 10,000 men marched on Mecca , Abu Sufyan offered his
submission , and part from a minor clash , no blood was
shed, and the Prophet took possession of his birth place in
placid triumph , He demolished the idols of the Kaaba and
dedicated the building afresh to the worship of the one true
God . To his former foes he displayed the tact , moderation
and humanity of a born statesman , and most of the Kuraish
chiefs , who had so bitterly opposed him ,were won over to
his side .Almost immediately he found himself in the odd
position of having the defend Mecca against attack from two
tribes , The Hawazin and the Thakif , who were probably
alarmed at the growth of this strange new power in Arabia ,
Khalid won his first victory for Islam when he crushed this
confederacy at Hunain , a few miles east of Mecca, a battle
which convinced Arabia that resistance to the new religion
was vain . Delegation poured in — to Medina (whither
Muhammad returned after the sub mission of Mecca) from all
guarters of the land , the chiefs of distant Oman and Bahrain
accept Islam , even the Persian governor of the Yemen is said
to have accorded some form of recognition to the Prophet ,

The pagans of Ta'if were among the last to give in , They



offered to submit if their chief deity , the goddess al-Lat, were

spared for three years . Three year's exclaimed Muhammad

no not for a day and with a single blow of the axe , the great

image was smitten to the ground . its fall sounded the death —

knell of the antique faith of Arabia . At the pilgrimage of 631

the Prophet proclaimed that in future no pagan would be

permitted approach Kaaba.
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