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European Changes in the Later Sixties 1966 1969 ـــ 

  1. Introduction: This period witnessed more tension in Europe than 

probably at any time since the early fifties. 

  Initially 1966 was not a year of discernible trends or of outstanding 

events. Relations between the major powers were again largely 

dominated by events in the Far East, in particular in Vietnam. France 

was the only country in the West to be at the receiving end of cordial 

relation with the Soviet Union . 

  In 1967 the escalation of the Vietnam war produced a further check on 

Soviet – American détente. 

  Domestic difficulties faced both the major powers in the case of the 

Soviet Union this was in the sphere of intra Communist power relations 

with the growing unwillingness of the East Europeans to toe the line. 

  1968 proved to be a traumatic year throughout Europe, particularly in 

France and Czechoslovakia , with student protest becoming a new 

factor of unrest . The Czech crisis caused by the Russian move had far-

reaching effects on East – West relations in general as well as on the 

European situation in particular. On the financial side another trouble 

spot was in the sphere of international finance where increasing 

speculation in gold put other countries as well as Britain in difficulties . 

  In Europe 1969 witnessed hopeful sign that the stagnation of past 

years seemed at last to be breaking up and events started to move in a 

more hopeful direction despite the shadow  of the Czechoslovakia 

crisis. Including purges among reformers. Attempts by Warsaw Pact and 

NATO powers to reduce tensions by proposals for respectively, a 

European security conference and balanced force reduction met with 

little success. But in Western Europe two events contributed towards a 

thaw .  

a . In France , de Gaulle departed from the scene after electoral defeat , 

allowing Britain more freedom in E.E.C negotiation.  

b . In West Germany, the advent of Willy Brandt, the Social Democrat 

Chancellor, ended the post-war years of Christian Democrat 

predominance and helped to soothe relations with the Soviet Union and 

East Germany. 

  The major strides , however , were in European integration and in a 

lessening of tension in East – West relations , which primarily affected 

developments in Europe. 



East – West Relations 

  2. An outline of  East- West relations: 1966-9. The year 1966 was 

notable for the relaxation of tensions in Europe and the revival of 

national policies on the part of the superpowers' European allies. 

General de Gaulle was the prime mover in such steps. After announcing 

his intention ( progressively to modify ) arrangements in force between 

France and NATO , the visits of himself and his foreign minister, Couve 

de Murville, to the Soviet Union and East European capitals , was 

designed to promote the emergence of a (European Europe) freed from 

what President de Gaulle called (( Soviet – American domination)). 

  The East European state made significant attempts to increase their 

contacts with Western Europe and this served to indicate that old 

alignments were in the process of decay.  

  In 1967, détente in East – West relations did not progress , but at the 

same time did not deteriorate. 

a. Fear of hostilities in the original of tension, Europe continued to 

dwindle.  

b. There was no movement back to the harshness of the Cold war, 

although difference were emphasize over the Six Day war with Eastern 

bloc support for the Arab and Western support for the Arabs and 

Western support for the Arabs and Western support for the so called 

Israelis. 

c. A Soviet leader , Kosygin , visited the West including London. His 

meeting later with President Johnson revealed marked divergences 

between Western and Soviet positions on arms control.  

d. European détente also showed no startling initiatives. There was a 

tendency for more individualistic European allies , France and Romania 

to move towards middle ground. 

 

Terms: 

 Witnessed شهدت

 Tension توتر 

  Initially قبل كل شيء . في بادئ الأمر

  Discernible trends اتجاهات واضحة ) مرئية ( 

 Outstanding events أحداث بارزة جداً 

   The receiving end of cordial relation لها علاقات صميمة مع  

 Escalation تصعيد

 Check عقبة



 Détente تقارب 

  Domestic داخلية

  Toe the line إطاعة الأوامر

 Traumatic صدفة

  Unrest اضطراب , عدم استقرار 

  Speculation مضاربة 

  Stagnation ركود

 Purge تطهير 

  Thaw إذابة الثلج  . تخفيف التوتر في العلاقات الدولية

 E.E.C. (European Economic) السوق الأوربية المشتركة 

 Advent مجيء ) إلى السلطة (

  Strides الخطوات الواسعة

  Integration التكامل

 Relaxation تخفيف

  Prime mover المحرك الأول 

  Old alignments التكتلات القديمة

  In the process of decay في مرحلة الانحلال 

 Deteriorate تدهور

 Dwindle يقل . يضمحل

 Harshness قسوة 

  Divergences خلافات )في وجهات نظر(

 Startling مثيرة

  Initiatives مبادرات





 


