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Peace Treaties

The Paris Peace Conference. The Paris peace conference
opened on January 18, 1919- nearly 10 weeks after the
German armistice. Only the Allied and Associated powers
were accorded seats at it. Though 32 states in all were
represented at the conference including Poland,
Czechoslovakia, the Hejaz, and after some delay the Kingdom
of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes instead of Serbs major
decisions were reserved to the Great Powers, namely the
United States, Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan. Wilson
and his secretary of state, with the premiers and foreign
ministers of the other four Great Powers constituted first a
Council of Ten next there was a Council of four ( the U.S,,
British, French, and Italian leaders, with occasional Japanese
attendance ). Then a council of Five ( the representatives of
the Great Powers remaining after Wilson s return to
Washington in June 1919 ). The drafting of the Covenant of
the League of Nations was given priority on the conference
agenda. Then the urgent question of Germany could be
considered.

The succession to the Paris peace conference. When the
League of Nations was brought into being in January 1920,
the Paris peace conference came formally to an end.
Outstanding business thereafter was conducted by the
Supreme Council ( leading statesmen of the Great Powers ),
by the conference of Ambassadors in Paris ( 1920- 1925 ), or
by the League itself, besides what fell to the Supreme
Economic council ( a product of 1919 ), or to special
conference called for particular questions.

The Treaty of Saint- Germaine. First and second drafts of the
Paris conference Austrian treaty were presented on June 2
and on July 20, 1919, respectively. It was signed at Saint-
Germaine Lay on September 10, 1919, to come into effect on
July 16, 1920.



The peacemakers treated Austria not as one of the new "
national " states rising meritoriously out of the ruins of
Austria- Hungary but as half of that former enemy state, while
all the non- German countries of the defunct Austrian Empire
were distributed more or less ethnically ( to Czechoslovakia,
to Poland, to Romania, to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and
Slovenes, or to Italy ), the doctrine of the Fourteen Points with
regard to self- determination was applied neither in the case
of Sudeten areas (north or west of Bohemia and south of
Moravia), which, with 3,500,000 German inhabitants, were
incorporated for geopolitical reasons with Czechoslovakia,
nor in that of the south Tirol. Which with 250,000 German, was
assigned to Italy and the treaty s Article 88, forbidding any
alienation of the new Austria s sovereignty without the
League Council s consent, was designed to preclude political
union between the Germans of Austria and the Germans of
Germany. In the case of Carinthia, however, the treaty did
prescribe plebiscites in tow zone to decide whether the south
of that province should be left to Austria or be transferred to
the kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes, which claimed it
as ethnically Slovene, and when, on October 10, 1920, the first
plebiscite in the zone nearer to Slovenia, turned out in Austria
s favor, the other zone was left to Austria without a plebiscite.
On the other hand, the treaty s transfer of the westernmost
parts of three Hungarian counties to Austria was modified, on
Hungary s demand, by a plebiscite that restored the town of
Sopron ( Oden burg ) to Hungary ( December 14,
1921).

The treaty of Saint- German restricted Austria s army to a
volunteer force of 30,000 men, and the ships of the Austro-
Hungarian Navy were shared out among the Allies. Austria
was also obliged to acknowledge responsibility for loss and
damage caused in the war, but, after some reparations in
kind, no money payments were, in fact, exacted, and the
treaty s financial provisions were relaxed in march 1921.
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